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ADVERTISEMENT. | 


THE. Author of the following e conſcious 
that he has ſaid nothing on the ſubject, which is either 
new, or of ſufficient importance to claim the attention 


of his brethren, had no inclination, while com poſing it, 


to obtrude it on the world; nor ſhoul! any conſideration 
have prevailed with him to puſh i it forward into public 


view, had he not been repeatedly aſſured that any profits 


ariſing from the ſale of it, would be an acceptable mite 
to the London Miſſionary Society, to the members of 
which, and of every fimilar ſociety, he wiſhes all ſucceſs 
in our common Lord. In tranſcribing his notes for the 
preſs, he has inſerted a few uſtrations which were not 
Wired from the pulpit. 


| Tus GLORY OF CHRIST DISPLAYED iN THE CONVER- 
d OF THE NATIONS: 


Tainan Ir. $ 


| Bebel thou ſoat call 4 Sadie that thes Inoue /t not, 
and nations that Ine not thee, ſball run unto thee, be- 
cauſe of the Lord thy God, and for the Hay One of 
 Jfrael; for be bath glorified thee, - 


Me Y great and precious promiſes are made by 
the eternal Father; to his co- eternal Son. Theſe 
are of two kinds. They are either ſuch as are made 
particularly to the Mediator, as the Father's ſervant in 
the great work of our redemption ; or they are ſuch as 
have a reference to the choſen ſeed, who were given to 
him in the everlaſting covenant. Of the firſt kind are 
thoſe promiſes which belong immediately to the Redeemer 
himſelf, and are expreſſive of all neceſſary aſſiſtance 
and acceptance in his Mediatorial ſervice, together with 
the enjoyment of a glorious exaltation, peculiar to him 
alone, as the reward of his finiſhed work. Becauſe 
he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, 


1 8 
e even the death of the croſs ; wherefore God alſo hath 
<« highly exalted him, and given him a name which 1s 
te above every name: that at the name of Jeſus every 
« knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
< earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
ce tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the 
&« olory of God the Father.“ Of the ſecond kind are 
thoſe promiſes which take immediate effect upon © the 
<« heirs of ſalvation,” and are ſuch as have a reſpect to 
their converſion in time, and their happineſs through 
eternity. © He ſhall ſee of the travel of his ſoul and ſhall 
te be ſatisfied.” Theſe laſt were alſo made primarily to 
Chriſt, and ſecondarily to ſinners of the human race in 
him, while the goſpel is the honoured mean by which 
they are carried into effect. 

The text which I have now read to you 1s a promiſe 
belonging to: this laſt Kind, and contains the following 
articles of truth. The bleſſing promiſed—the enjoyment 
| of the bleſſing in the accompliſhment of the promiſe— 
the cauſe which operates for the accompliſhment of 'the. 
promiſe—and, the glory of Chriſt diſplayed in all this. 
A ſhort illuſtration of theſe four branches of the text, 


together with a few words of application, is ny that I 
EY in n an en 


1. The bleſſing e &« Behold thou ſhalt call 
« 2a nation that thou knoweſt not.” But is not the 
Lord Redeemer the Omniſcient God, 'who has the moſt 


perfect knowledge of all nations, and of all their tranſac- - | 


tions, however ſecretly they may be conducted? Yes; 
©« He looketh to the ends of the earth, and ſeeth under 
© the whole heaven ;” and the apoſtle Peter ſpoke the 
truth when he ſaid, © Lord, thou knoweſt all things.” 

In-a ſpecial manner, the Lord knoweth them that are 
< hi”: Ms knows them as the donation of the F ather 


\ 


who gave them to him, in the eternal council of peace 
which was between them both: © Thine they were, and 


e thou gaveſt them me.“ He knows them as the ob- 


je&s of his diſtinguiſhing love; and his love was mani- 
feſted, to the admiration of angels, when * he gave him- 
« ſelf for them, an offering, and a ſacrifice to God for a 
“ ſweet-ſmelling ſavour.” He knows them as the tra- 
vel of his ſoul, and © he ſhall ſee of the travel of his ſou], 


and ſhall be ſatisfied.” He knows them as his © pur- 


e chaſed poſſeſſion.” The Lord's portion is his peo- 
<« ple,” who © are not redeemed with corruptible things, 


<« as filver and gold, but with the precious blood of 


“ Chriſt, as of a lamb without blemiſh, and without 
(c ſpot. 79 


But there is a ſenſe in which he may be ſaid, not to 
know many nations of the world. He knows them not 
_ when he refuſeth to acknowledge them as his people, and 


takes no notice of them, but ſuffers them to walk in dark - 
neſs, and in the vanity of their minds, while they are “ aliens 
from the common wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from 
the covenants of promiſe, having no hope, aud with- 
e out God in the world. And the times of this igno- 
„ rance God winked at.” There are many nations to 
whom he hath not given © his ſtatutes and his judg- 
« ments,” nor acknowledged them to be his, by taking 
them into a viſible relation to him as a church. Thoſe 
nations are in a ſtate of intellectual darkneſs and diſtance 
from God, © having the underſtanding darkened, being 
& alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance 
e that is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their heart.” 
This, alas! is the preſent deplorable ſtate of the hea- 
then nations. 

To ſuch nations, however, there is a promiſe in the text. 
c“ Thou ſhalt,” ſays the Father of mercies to his belov- 
ed Son, thou (halt call a nation that thou knoweſt not.“ 
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This promiſe has already been accompliſhed in many ind: 


tions, of which our own is one, and it will be yet more 
extenſively accompliſhed; when the compaſſionate Re- 


deemer ſhall call other dark and diſtant nations, not only 
_ Externally by the diſpenſation of the goſpel, but internal - 
Ix, by the power of his Spirit accompanying the goſpel- 
call. This is effectual calling indeed. It is the work 


of God's Spirit, whereby convincing ſinners of their fin 
and miſery, enlightening their minds in the knowledge 
of Chriſt; and rene wing their wills, he doth perſuade 
and enable them to embrace Jeſus Chriſt, freely offered 


to them in the goſpel. This call ſhall be given to the 


nations in due time. A promiſing God will be a per- 


forming God. He is not man that he ſhould lie, nor 


the ſon of man that he ſhould repent : hath he ſaid, and 
<& ſhall he not do it? or hath he ſpoken; and ſhall he not 


make it good? I have ſworn by myſelf, ſaith the Lord, 


the word 15 gone out of my mouth in righteouſneſs, and 


© ſhall not return. For as the rain cometh down, and 


* the ſnow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
te watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
that it may give ſeed to the ſower, and bread to the eat- 
* er; ſoſhallmy word be that goeth forth out of my mouth, 
« it ſhall not return unto me void, but it ſhall accom- 

« pliſh that which I pleaſe; and it ſhall proſper in the 


66 thing whereto I ſent it.“ 


Theſe, with all the other promifes which are record- 
ed in the volume of inſpiration, and held up to our 
faith, having been primarily made to Chriſt as the re- 


preſentative of the new creation, and ſecondarily to ſin- 


ners of mankind in Kun; as was formerly obſerved, the 
divine faithfulnefs is engaged for their accompliſhment 


to all the heirs of ſalvation. The reaſon is obvious ; all 


the promiſes being made to Chriſt as the head of the 
everlaſting covenant, upon condition of his fulfilling all 


S- 


oh 


righteouſneſs; and he, as the * ſurety of a better teſta. 
ment,” having, by his obedience unto death, performed 
all that was neceſſary for rendering the ſalvation of 
mankind conſiſtent with the honour of the divine per- 
fections, ſo that the moſt extenſive exerciſe of mercy, 


no way derogates from the claims of inflexible juſtice, 


the_promiſes, as they are now exhibited to us in the goſ- 
pel, are irreverſibly ratified by the oath of God and the 
blood of his eternal Son, and their accompliſhment be- 
comes a matter of right, and an act of juſtice to our di- 
vine Redeemer. And therefore, all the promiſes of 


4 God in him are yea, and in him amen, to the glory of 


« God. 9, 
When the r in the text 1s oma among 
the heathen, they ſhall be bleſſed with an experimen- 
tal knowledge of the myſtery of Chriſt, which in 
f* other ages was not made known unto the ſons of men, 
4 as it is now revealed unto his holy apoſtles and pro- 
« phets by the Spirit, that the Gentiles ſhould be fel- 
5 low-heirs, and of the ſame body, and partakers of his 


4 promiſe in Chriſt by the goſpel.“ And may we not 
indulge a fond hope, that thoſe extraordinary move- 


ments and exertions which are juſt now made in Bri- 
tain, and in other parts of Europe and America, are pa- 
ving the way to that glorious ſcene which will be dif; 
played in the latter days, when all the nations of the 


world ſhall become the W ſubjects of the Prince of 


Peace. 


II. The enjoyment of the bleſſing in the accompliſh- 
ment of the promiſe. © Nations that knew not thee ſhall 


run unto thee” What is promiſed in the firſt clauſe 


of the text is, the calling of a nation, but the enjoyment 


of this bleſſing in the accompliſhment of the promiſe ex- 
tends to more nations than one. The goſpel is a reve- 


x 8] 
lation of Chrifi 1n his divine We his ſaving offices, 


and rich grace. It is the teſtimony of God concerning 


his Son. Where the light of divine revelation has ne- 
ver ſhined, the nations are in darkneſs, and in the region 
and ſhadow of death ; but where the goſpel is publiſhed 


l in the demonſtration of the Spirit and of power,” * the 
6 te people that walked in darkneſs have ſeen a great light, 

4 and they that dwell in the land of the ſhadow of 
e death, upon them hath the light ſhined. When the 

5 promiſe i in the text is accompliſhed, NATIONS ſhall run 


unto Chriſt. - The goſpel ſhall take effect, not only on 


ſome individuals, not onlyion a nation in general, but 


on NATIONS ; © for thus faith the Lord, MANY nations 
% ſhall come and ſay, Come and let us go up to the 
* mountain of the Lord, and to the houſe of the God of 
* Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we ſhall 
« walk in his paths; for the law ſball go forth of on: 8 
and the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem. “ 4 

But the promiſe reacheth farther, and the effeds of its 
accompliſhment are ſtill more extenſive; for * it ſhall 
** come to paſs in the laſt days, that the mountain of the 
& Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the 
* mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the hills, aud ALL 


c NATIONS ſhall flow unto it.” - Convinced of their ſin 
and miſery by the law, and enlightened in the know- 
ledge of Chriſt by the goſpel, the power of the Spirit 
accompanying the external call, and divine grace exert- 


ing its almighty power, the nations ſhall run unto Chriſt 
in the exerciſe of faith, and © ſhall be ſaved i in the Lord 
« with an everlaſting ſalvation.” 

In that happy period their convesſion that be ſa 
ſpeedily effected, and their ſenſe of fin and guilt ſhall be 
ſo ſharp and penetrating, that they ſhall not ſtay nor lin, 
ger long between two opinions, but, like the man-ſlayer 


under the law, they ſhall run with haſte into the bleſſad 


is) 


eity of i 5 or in the expreſſive language of the RY | 
| tle, © they ſhall fly for refuge, to day hold on the hope 
ſet before them.” Under alarming apprehenſions of 
| their accumulated guilt, they ſhall ſpeedily betake them- 
| ſelves to the atonement for the pardon of ſin, and that 
adorable name, Jenovan our righteouſneſs, ſhall be as 
« z ſtrong tower, into which the righteous run, and are 
e ſafe.” Conſcious of their moral pollution, they ſhall 
quickly apply to * the fountain opened for fin, and for 
uncleanneſs, and ſhall gladly receive the divine Savi- 
our as © made of God” to them ſanQification.,” With 
an affecting ſenſe of their ſpiritual poverty, they ſhall 
have recourſe to that bleſſed Mediator, in whom it hath 
te pleaſed the Father that all fulneſs ſhould dwell,” that 
te of his fulneſs they may receive, and grace for grace.“ 
Theſe exerciſes ſhall not only be quickly performed, 
198 they ſhall be attended with ſuch a degree of cheer- 
fulneſs and ſatisfaſtion of mind, as will excite the admi- 
ration of all around them. This ſeems to be intimated 
by the following prophetic interrogation : © Who hath 
* heard ſuch a thing? who hath ſeen ſuch things? ſhall 
<« the earth be made to bring forth in one day, or ſhall 
4a nation be born at once? for as ſoon as Zion travel- 
5 led, ſhe brought forth her children.” But what is 
the origin of this, or what is the ſource fromm which 
theſe ſtreams proceed ? This brings us forward to, 


III. The cauſe which operates for the empliſb- 
ment of the promiſe, BEC aus: of the Lord thy God, 
and for the holy One of Iſrael.” Conſidering the Re- 
deemer as God, JEHOVAH is his father; viewing him as 
man, the Lord is his God. Both of ith-i diſtinctious 
are expreſſed in that conſolatory meſſage which Jeſus 
ſent to his diſciples, by Mary Magdalene, immediately 
after his reſurreQion from the dead. Touch me not,” 
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[ 20] Eh 
ſaid he to that excellent woman; « for T am not yet aſ⸗ 
« cended to my Father; But go to my brethren, and 


* ſay unto them, I aſcend unto my Father and your Fa- 


ther, and to my God and your God.” „ Behold,” 


ſaid the eternal Father, thou ſhalt call a nation that 


te thou knoweſt not, and nations that knew not thee, 
1 « ſhall run unto thee, BECAUSE of the Lord thy God.“ 
The love of God is the grand moving cauſe of theſe 
bleſſed effects; * for God ſo loved the world, that he 
0 gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
& in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” 


In ſovereign and inconceivable love, the Father of mer- 


cies gave his Son to be a ſacrifice for fin upon the croſs, 
and in his unchangeable love, he continues to give him 
as a Saviour from fin, in the precious offers of the goſ- 
pel ; and when this love is ſhed abroad in the ſoul by 
the Holy Ghoſt, it deſtroys the enmity of the heart, and 
draws the ſinner to Chriſt in the exeroiſe of faith and 
love. « We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us.” 

It has been very properly obſerved, that the power 
of God could have called up into exiſtence myriads of 
other worlds beſides our little globe,” not to ſay any 
thing of a plurality of worlds, which ſome have thought 
are comprehended in the univerſal ſyſtem; and that 


the wiſdom of God could have arranged them in an al- 


moſt infinite variety of different forms, while the divine 


goodneſs, with its boundleſs ſtores, was every way ſuffi- 


cient to fill theſe worlds with all the conveniences and 
comforts of life :—but the love of God roſe at once to 
the higheſt point of elevation in the ineſtimable gift of 
his eternal Son. & HEREIN is love, not that we loved 


„ God, but that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the 
4 propitiation for our fins.” This love is the main- 
| ſpring of our redemption. It ſet in motion all the other 


perfections of Godhead, and the effects of their combined 


1 11 4 : 


8 manifeſted in the ſalvation of ſinners, by 
means of the goſpel, are ſo grand and extenſive, ſo myſ- 
terious and profound, that created intelligences of the 
higheſt order, have been employed for ſome thouſands 
of years in the intenſe ſtudy and contemplation of them : 
44 which things the angels deſire to look into.“ 
The efficient cauſe of theſe effects is the power of 
God exerted by the goſpel. © We preach Chriſt cruei- 
e fied; to the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
cc. fooliſhneſs ; but unto them which are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Chriſt the rower of God and the wiſdom 
f God.“ It is an uncontroverted maxim, that the 
more unlikely the means are, the more illuſtrious are 
the wiſdom and power by which the end is accompliſh- 
ed. It hath pleaſed God, by the fooliſhneſs of preach- 
« ing, to ſave them that believe Becauſe the fooliſh 
« neſs of God is wiſer than men, and the weakneſs of 
« God is ſtronger than men.” Without the recommen- 
dation of human literature, without the feeble aid of 
philoſophy, without the power of arms or the patronage 
of the great, the illiterate fiſhermen of Gallilee went 
through the world, with no other arms than the doc- 
trines of the croſs, and with no other ſupport than the 
preſence of their glorified Maſter; yet ſuch was their 
ſucceſs, that, in the end, they tore up the kingdom of 
Satan within the empire of the Ceſars; they put to fi- 
| lence the ambiguous reſponſes of his lying oracles, and 
raiſed the ſtandard of the croſs upon the ruins of the ca- 


pitol. This fa& has been admitted: by one. of the moſt 


ſubtile and audacious enemies of Chriſtianity, which the 


preſent, or perhaps any preceding age, has produced; 
who, if his eminent talents had been employed on a ſub- 


je& more worthy of them, would- have been the arna- 
ment of his country, and the friend of mank ind 15 


** See Gibbon's Hiſtory of the Roman Empire. 
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But while we mention the illiterate fiſhermen of Gale 


ile, we do not forget that the great apoſtle of che Gen- 


tiles, © brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, was an it 
luſtrious ſcholar, as well as a man of poliſhed manners. 
Yet when he engaged in the arduous taſk of « turning 
« the Gentiles from idols to ſerve the hving God,“ his 
& ſpeech and his preaching,” like that of his brethren of 
the apoſtolic college, was not with the enticing words 
4 of man's wiſdom, but in the demonſtration of the Spi- 
6 rit, and of power.“ At times, however, he could en- 
counter * certain of the Epicureans, and of the Stoics,” 

and fight them with their own weapons; but in the gene- 
ral line of his conduct he « determined not to know any 


thing among the nations, ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him 


« crucified.” This wonderful man, wherever he went, 
did not depend upon the powers of oratory, or the 
charms of eloquence, although he poſſeſſed no inconſider- 
able ſhare of both, but publiſhed among the nations à 
plain artleſs tale concerning Jeſus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified by the Jews, but whom God raifed from the 
dead; and upon one particular occaſion concluded his ſer- 
mon to his countrymen with the following application : 
Be it known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, 
that through this man (Chriſt Jeſus) is preached unto 
1 vou the forgiveneſs of ſins; and by him, all that be- 
« lieve are juſtified from all things from which ye could 
i not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. Beware, there- 
« fore, leſt that come upon you which is ſpoken of in 
&« the prophets : : Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder and 

e periſh: for I work a work in your days, a work 
+ which you ſhall in no wiſe believe, though a man de- 
« clare it unto you.” And by what other means, think 


| you, ſhall « the captives of the mighty be taken away, 


« and the prey of the terrible be delivered? By what 
other means ſhall the nations run unto Chriſt in the latter 


. 


day? By the very ſame means which were crowned witli 
unexampled ſucceſs in the apoſtolic age, - by the goſpel 
of free grace, accompanied with the power of the Spirit. 
It follows, therefore, that although the love of God 
is diſplayed through means of the goſpel, in ſuch a man- 
ner as fills the angels of heaven with wonder and admi- 
ration, yet it will never be believed by men upon earth, 
unleſs the declarations of it are impreſſed with divine 
energy upon their ſouls. | But wherever the goſpel 
comes © in the demonſtration. of the Spirit and of 
« power,” redeeming; love is cordially believed; Chriſt, 
the © unſpeakable gift of love, is gratefully. received; 
and finners, being drawn © with cords of a man, and with 
bands of love,” run unto Chriſt as into the ſtrong hold, 
where they are in perfect ſafety. They then know, and 
believe, that a man ſhall be an hiding-place from the 
4 wind, and a covert from the tempeſt ; as rivers of wa- 
ters in a dry place, and as the ſhadow of a great rock 
in a weary land.” Very little of theſe bleſſed effects 
of the goſpel i is diſcernible in our degenerate times ; but 
there is a glorious period approaching, when the mini- 
ſters of Chriſt ſhall fly through the world like angels, 
„having the N goſpel to preach to them that 
6 dwell on the earth ;? and, while they preach, the Spi- 
rit ſhall deſcend ik the medium of their doctrine, 


and in the faith of the truth, the nations ſhall be ſaved: 


What though we ſhall never live to fee ſuch glorious 
days of the Son of man upon earth ; yet if we are tran- 
flated to the better country, we ſhall know as much of 
the glory of Chriſt's kingdom in the millennial flate, as 
is conſiſtent with the exerciſe and enjoyments of the 
heavenly world. 


IV. The glory of Chriſt is remarkably diſplayed in 
the converſion of the nations. And for the Holy One 


r 

u of Iſrael, for he hath glorified-thee :” that is, the Fax a 
| ther, who hath glorified himſelf in making the promiſe, - 
| hath glorified thee in the accompliſhment of it. 

. Agreeably to the idiom and peculiar ſtructure of pro- | 
2 language, future events, to denote their infallible 
certainty, are frequently mentioned as if they were al- 
ready paſt. From 'thoſe numerous examples of this 
which are found in holyiſcripture, I ſhall ſelect only 
one, which is recorded in the xliiid chapter of Iſaiah: 
| 4 Thus faith the Lord your Redeemer, the Holy One of 
© © Tſrael, I ave ſent to Babylon, and HAvE brought 
. « down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whoſe cry 
| Lp | eis in the ſhips.” In this paſſage, as you will obſerve, 
i the commifhon that ſhould be given in a futute period 


* 
r. 


e 4 1 
n 
PPP 


— rahtrom eu» nathan 4d tee Ac CARA r nn ABER: ob or i wn Co 4h 
4 


119m Mk - a4 


"ran — 
— 


E rf tp or rn a Ace nb ee; 
may Sage, MO eee 8" +> MO bY. 
ä —— — 4 D nee Rs em - 
gat 


I to Cyrus and his Perſian army as tbe inſtruments in the 
| | hand of God, to overthrow the Babylonian empire, and 
[F bring about the return of the Jews from their ſeventy 
„ years captivity, is mentioned as a paſt event, even in the 
= days of Iſaiah, that the faith and hope of the captives 
|| . might, with aſſured confidence, reſt on the prophetic pro- 


miſe, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, for deliverance 
from Babylon at the time appointed. Our bleſſed Me- 
: diator, in his intercefſory addreſs. to the Father, exprefled 
FE himſelf in language fimilar to this: I Havg glorified 
< thee on the earth, L Have finiſhed: the work which thou 
« gaveſt me to do.“ He was at this time only eatering 
on his laſt. ſuferings, by which his work ſhould be fi- 
niſhed; but his word was as good as his deed: and ſuch 
was the confidence the Father had in him, that patri- 
archs, prophets, and all Old Teſtament believers were 
redeemed from wrath, and were admitted into heaven, 

upon the ground of his inviolable fidelity in fulfilling his | 
engagements, © when as the way into the holieſt of all 
« was not yet made manifeſt” by the blood of the croſs. 
& And for this cauſe he is the Mediator of the New Teſ- 
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e tament, that, by means of death, for . the redemption 5 
4 of the tranſgreſſions that were under the firſt Teſta- | 


ment, they which are called might receive the pro- 
miſe of eternal inheritance.” It may alſo be obſerv- 
ed, that this laſt branch of the text is another example 


of thepeculiarity of prophetic ſtyle: « Fot he HATH glo- 
s rified thee.” 


Our divine Redeemer was eminently -lorified by the 


continued / preſence and co-operation of the Father, 
who was with him in the whole of his arduous work, 


ſupporting and encouraging him from its commence- 


ment to its conſummation. © I am not alone,” ſaid he, 


„but I and the Father that ſent me.” And again, 1 


ec am not alone, becauſe the Father is with me.” Such 
is the union of Jeſus with the Father, in reſpe& of na- 
ture, power, and glory, and ſuch the mutual inbeing of 
the one in the other, that when Jeſus in his humbled 
ſtate was on earth in his human nature, he was at that 
very time in heaven by his divine nature. No man 
« hath aſcended up to heaven, but he that came down 
cc from heaven, even the Son of man which 1s in hea- 
« yen.” He was never therefore alone, or ſeparated from 
the Father, either in his teſtimony or judgment, but the 
Father jointly acted with him by his gracious preſence, 
ſeaſonable aſſiſtance, and immediate concurrence in all 
the different branches of his redeeming work. My 
% Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” ; 
He was illuftriouſly glorified by thoſe miracles which 
he wrought in his humbled ſtate, by which he was un- 


deniably juſtified in claiming to be the Son of God. 
The juſtice of his claim was candidly admitted by a 


maſter in Iſrael, in that celebrated no&urnal conference 
which he held with him on the doctrine of regenera- 
tion. Rabbi,” ſaid Nicodemus, we know that thou 


te art a teacher come from God, for no man can do theſe 
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F miracles, that thou doſt, except God be with him. “ 
| White deluded. infidels, in the pride and vanity of their 
dark minds, deny and ridicule, theſe miracles, notwith- 
ſtanding that they evidently bear the ſtamp of Deity, let 
us, my brethren, when we read the inſpired narrative of 
them, cry out with grateful a This 3 is the 
1 finger of God!“ 

He was publicly glorified on the third day ER 
1 expiatory ſufferings, when © he was declared to 
be the Son. of God with power, according to. the 
CT Spirit of holineſs, by the reſurrection from the 
dead.“ By that important event, on which the truth 
of Chriſtianity ſo eſſentially depends, the ignominy of 
the croſs was completely remqved, the unfounded calum- 
nies and reproaches of. his enemies were for ever wiped 
off, ancient prophecies were accompliſhed, the tranſgreſ- 
fions of his people with which he was charged were fi- 
niſhed, reconciliation was made for iniquity, everlaſting 
righteouſneſs was brought in, principalities and powers 
were ſpoiled, death was deſtroyed, the countleſs debt 
for which he had become reſponſible, was fully paid, and 
the illuſtrious ſufferer, in the character of a ſurety, was 
-honourably taken from priſon and from judgment.” 
In this the offended God acted as the . God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead, our Lord Jeſus, that 
great ſhepherd of the ſheep, through the blood of the 
cc * everlaſting covenant,” 

He was ſtill more publicly glorified in his nt 
aſcenſion to heaven forty days after his paſſion. God” 
in our nature“ is gone up with a ſhout, the Lord with the 
* ſound of a trumpet.” Shall we ſay that heaven was 
emptied of its inhabitants 6n that memorable day ? Shall 
we ſay that/the cherubim and ſeraphim, with the ſpirits | 
of juſt men made perfect, were ſent down to the air 
that day to hail their victorious King, and conduct bim 


| ny 1 


to the Mediatorial throne? Les; The . of God 
ec were twenty thouſand, thouſands of angels, the Lord 
* is among them, as in Sinai in the holy place. Thou,” 
O Jchovah Jeſus. haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led | 
t captivity captive: thou haſt received gifts for men; 
« yea, for the rebellious alſo, that the Lord God might 
& dwell among them,” Or (hail we fay with Chry- 
ſoſtom, one of the fathers of the church, that while the 
Lord of glory aſcended through the agrial heavens, © the | 
* cherubs were continually finging, Holy, holy, holy, | 
6“ Lord God of Sabaoth, the archangel proclaiming be- 1 
« forehand, the coming of the Lord, and the holy Spirit 
$ crying to the heavenly powers with a commanding - 580 
“ voice, Lift up your heads, ye gates; be ye lifted up, ye 
« everlaſting doors, that the King of glory may enter in. 1 
But the heavenly powers ſaid, Who is the king of A 
« glory? Towhom the Spirit replied, The Lord ſtrong and 8 ö 
* mighty, the Lord mighty in battle; for he hath over- | 
© come the enemy. He armed himſelf with a human 1 
body, againſt the tyranny of the Devil, he quenched his 
be fiery darts, aud nailed him to the eroſs; and taſting 
„death when he was immortal, he overcame death, and 
e came forth a conqueror, and taking the loſt ſheep upon 
his ſhoulders, has carried it to the heavenly fold ” 
But this is not all. The Son of God, and Saviour of 
the world, ſhall be fignally glorified, when the promiſe | 
in the text is happily accompliſhed in its fulleſt extent; 0 
when, in virtue of the Father's grant, he ſhall aQtual- = 
6 ly have the heathen for his inheritance, and the ut- 


t moſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion ; when he | 
„ ſhall come down like rain upon the mown graſs, | 
« as ſhowers that water the earth. In his days ſhall the | 
ct righteous flouriſh, and abundance of peace, ſo long as 
* the moon endureth. He ſhall have dominion alſo from f 


| . 
i ſea to ſea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. = 
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66. They that well in the wilderneſs ſhall bow befdte 
* him, and his enemies ſhall lick the duſt. The kings 
of Tarſhiſh and of the iſles ſhall bring preſents, the 
« kings of Sheba and Seba ſhall offer gifts. Yea, all 
kings ſhall fall down before him, all nations ſhall ſerve 
* him.” He ſhall extend the peace of his church © like 
4 river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing 


e ſtream.” Holineſs, truth and peace, with brotherly 


love and charity, ſo diſtant from our frozen hearts, ſhall 
be the dittinguiſhing characteriſtics of thoſe happy 
days. The cruel and deſtructive art of war ſhall be 
forgotten, never to be recollected. The earth fhall ne- 


ver again be deeply drenched. with torrents of human 
blood, and the voice of mourning and lamentation for 


many premature deaths ſhall be heard no more. The na- 
tious of the earth“ ſhall beat their ſwords into plow- 


* ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks, nation ſhall 


«© not lift up ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they 
learn war any more.“ Hail happy period! All hail, 
ye glorious days! when the exalted Redeemer fhall 
« ſee of the travel of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatis- 
ce fied ;?* when the power of the croſs ſhall be univer- 


fally felt ; when he ſhall « ſprinkle many nations” with 
the blood of atonement ; when the efficacy of bis ſacri- 


fice ſhall reach the moſt diſtant nations, and the nume- 
Tous iflands of the fea; when Jew and Gentile ſhall be 
united in one univerſal church, profeſfing unfeigned ſub- 


jection to the King of Zion, and joined in the faith and 
fellowſhip of the goſpel; when the cry ſhall be heard, 


that Babylon the great is allen, is fallen; and ſhall no 
% more ariſe ;” when there ſhall be nothing to hurt 
“in all God's holy mountain; for the earth ſhall be full 


„of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 


te the ſea, and the Lord of hoſts ſhall reign in mount 


Lion, and in Jeruſalem and before his ancients glori- 


* ouſly.” * 


Sg SY 
It is now time to conclude this diſcourfe with ſome 
application. From what has been ſaid, we may learn 


the deſtitute and deplorable ſtate of thoſe nations who 


have never heard the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God. 
Theſe are the nations whom Chriſt our Redeemer knows 
not, in the ſenſe formerly mentioned, and who know not 
him, as the Saviour of finners, and as their Saviour. 
What ſhall we ſay if a great majority of the nations is 
in this miſerable ſtate at preſent? According to ſome 
late calculations“, the world contains upwards of eight 
hundred millions of inhabitants. Of theſe there are only 
fifty millions of Proteſtants, thirty millions belonging to 
the Greek and Armenian church, and ninety millions of 
. Catholics, There are beſides, nine millions of Jews; 
and there remain more than fix hundred millions of Ma- 
homedans and Pagans. Wherefore hath the moſt bleſ- 
ſed God left in darkneſs, for ſo many thouſands of years, 
ſuch a large portion of the globe? O Lord thou know- 
eſt. This can be accounted for on no other principle than 
the ſovereign will and pleaſure of God. © Even fo, O 
Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight. Hath not 
<« the potter power over the clay, to make one veſſel un- 
© to honour, and another to diſhonour ??”” But while we 


are loſt in the unmeaſurable depths of Divine ſovereign- 


ty, we muſt ſtedfaſtly believe, that this myſterious 
branch of the great plan of univerſal providence is found- 
ed 1n infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, and that the juſtice 
and equity of the divine adminiſtrations, will ſhine out 
with meridian brightneſs, when the laſt ſcene ſhall be 
cloſed, and © the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed with 
« time.” 2 85 

Meanwhile, my brethren, what thanks and praiſe are 
due to © the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 


* See Mr Carey's enquiry into the obligations of Chriſtians to uſe 
means for the converſion of the heathen. 


0 
Ae e e e * 


3 Ag * F Amps Cw 
„ Toe ETON eo er om 


12 

for viſiting our iſland with the light of the glorious goſpel, 
in leſs perhaps than an hundred years, after the aſcenſion 
of Jeſus to heaven. What were our anceſtors ry 
| ous to the Ie liGic of Chriſtianity into Britain? 
They were a miſerable horde of naked painted favages, 
lodging in dens and caves of the earth. When we re- 
collect the original ſtate of the Caledonians and Bri- 
tons, and when we think of the fituation of more than 
fix hundred millions of our fellow men, lying in dark- 
neſs, and in the region and ſhadow of death, periſhing 
under a cruel ſuperſtition, may we not ſay, the lines are 
fallen to us in pleafant places, and that the Lord has 
been very favourable. to our beloved land,—a land 
which has long been the envy of ſurrounding vations,— 
a land where the inhabitants of almoft every deſcrip- 
tion, are happily protected in their perſons and proper- 
ty, with the poſſeſſion of ſuch an high degree of civil 
and religious liberty as ought powerfully to induce 
them to © hve quiet and peaceable lives in all godlineſs 
&« and honeſty,” under the auſpicious government of a 
Prince, who wiſhes to be the Father of his people, and to 
reign in the hearts of his ſubje&s, who enjoy, without 
moleſtation, all the privileges of the goſpel +. O that 
we knew, in this our day, the things that belong to our 
peace before they be hid from our eyes! If we have 
felt the power of the goſpel, if we have taſted that the 
Lord is gracious, if we have enjoyed any of that diſtin- 


* Dr Henty, in his hiftory of Britain, has offered ſeveral things which 
amount to a ſtrong probability, that the Wang ot the Gentiles in per- 
ſon, preached 15 goſpel i in our iſland. 


I When the preacher delivered this ſentence of his ſermon, he did 
not whine the ſong of loyalty. He holds the inviduous infinuation in 
| ſupreme contempt. In the preſence of a numerous and reſpectable af- 
ſembly, he boldly avowed thoſe principles upon which he bas uni- 
formly acted from his youth up, and which he publiſhed to the world 


guiſhed © fellowſhip with the Father, and with his Son 
* Jeſus Chriſt,” which is the prelude and anticipation 
of perfect bleſſedneſs, ſhall we not ſend up our daily 


ſupplications to the Hearer of prayer, that he would haſ- 


ten forward that happy period, when * the Sun of righ- 
« teouſneſs ſhall ariſe,” upon all nations, « with healing 
« in his wings,” and when the kingdoms of this world 
4% ſhall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
< Chriſt?” Shall we grudge to give a little of our ſub- 
ſtance for promoting the benevolent and philanthropicde- 
ſign of carrying the goſpel to the dark nations, that we 
may become fellow- workers with God, in this labour of 
love? If we withhold that pecuniary aid which it is in 
the power of our hand to give in lieu of perſonal ſervice ; 
if we ſhut our hearts and our hands againſt the cries of 
the periſhing heathen ; if we refuſe to reach out to their 
aſſiſtance, ** the long arm of miſſionary exertions,” can 
we hold up our face to Chriſt in prayer, and ſay, Thy 
„ kingdom come ?”'—1 think not. 

Mee learn alſo from this ſubject, what a happy change 


the goſpel is divinely calculated to make in the charac- 


ters and conduct of men. This bleſſed change is deſcri- 
bed by the evangelical prophet in the fineſt figurative 
language, adorned with rich oriental colouring. Let me 
indulge in the pleaſure of recommending to your notice 
the following charming paragraph. The wolf alſo 


ſome years ago, with a view to counteract the malignant influence of 

revolutionary principles, with which the nation was then in danger of 
being infected. He ſtrong'y hopes, with his brethren, that the“ day of 

danger will never return.” And with regard to the preamble of the 

formula which a zealous Doctor very quaintly compares to © a poſtern 

gate; he is perfectly confident, that this ſame poſtern gate will be 

fo completely barricaded by the principles and conduct of Seceders that 
it never can give them admiſſion to the fortreſs of our conſtitution.” 
See the Appendix. 
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& ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down 

with the kid; and the calf, and the young lion, and 
the fatling together, and a little child ſhall lead them; 
and the cow and the bear ſhall feed, their young ones 
„ ſhall lie down together, and the lion ſhall eat ſtraw 
like the ox. And the ſucking child ſhall play on the 
« hole of the aſp, and the weaned child ſhall put his hand 
« on the cockatrice den. They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy 
« in all my holy mountain ; for the earth ſhall be full 
e of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
« ſea.” Such, and more than all this, ſhall the happy change 
of the tempers of man be, when the goſpel ſhall come with 


the power of the divine Spirit, among the ſwarthy ſons of 
Africa, the wild and ſa vage hords of Tartary, the de- 


luded followers of the falſe prophet in Europe and Aſia, 
the benighted votaries of Zoroaſter in Perſia, the gentle 
but idolatrous Hindoos in Indoſtan, the infatuated wor- 
ſhippers of the grand Lama in Thibet, the obſtinate dif- 
ciples of Confucius in China, the frozen inhabitants of 
Siberia and Kamſchatka, and the ferocious copper-co- 
loured men in the wilds of America,—not to mention 
the numerous iſlands of the ſea, one of which is ſaid to 
be nearly as large as the whole of Europe. Theſe are 
the nations that know not Chriſt ; but we have good 
ground to believe that they are included in the promiſe 
| which is recorded in the text, and that to theſe diſtant 
and extenſive regions. the goſpel ſhall be ſent in due 
time. It muſt be ſo. The grant of the heathen to the 
Redeemer for his © inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts 
« of the earth for his poſſeſſionꝰ is abſolutely irrevoca- 
ble. Theeternal Father, prompted by his own ſovereign 
and ſelf- moving love, made the grant, and his manifold 
wiſdom will fix upon the moſt proper means for carry- 
ing it into effeQ, while his almighty power will crown 
thoſe means with abundant ſucceſs. And although ſome 


E 2s } 

unexpected event ſhould ſeem to blaſt the means, or 
frown upon the pious attempt to carry the glad tidings 
of ſalvation to any particular ſpot, yet the wiſdom of 
God, it is to be hoped, will overrule;this apparent 
calamity, and make it ſubſervient to a more extenſive 
ſpread of the goſpel, in another quarter of the world 
where it was leaſt expected, and where the ſucceſs will 
be proportionably greater *. The Father of mercies will 
<« ever be mindful of his covenant.” Long ago did he 
ſay to the Son of his love, It is a light thing that thou 
<« ſhouldſt be my ſervant to raiſe us up the tribes of Ja- 
“cob, and to reſtore the preſerved of Iſrael. I will al- 
* ſo give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
« mayeſt be my ſalvation unto the end of the earth. 
„And I will make all my mountains a way, and my 
„high ways ſhall be exalted. Behold theſe ſhall come 
from far, and lo, theſe from the north and from the 
« welt, and theſe from the land of Sinim. I will ſay 
« to the north, Give up; and to the ſouth, Keep not 
back; bring my ſons from far, and my daughters 
from the ends of the earth. Even every one that 
« is called by my name; for I have created him for 
„ my glory, I have formed him, yea I have made him.” 
Sooner {hall the heavens and the earth paſs away than 
one jot or title of theſe bleſſed words ſhall fall to the 
ground, till the whole be fulfilled. 

In fine, let us look into ourſelves, and try if our ſtate - 
is really better than that of the heathen. Let us erect a 
tribunal in our conſcience, and bring ourſelves to the 
bar, with the book of God lying open before us. Let us 
- Interrogate our own hearts, and inſiſt for an anſwer, as 


* The reader will perceive that the author had in his eye the cap- 


ture of the ſhip Duff, and rhe departure of the n part of the miſ- 
hionarles om Otaheite to Port Jackſon. 


[24] 


as in the fight of God, to ſuch queſtions as theſe, Have 
we ever heard the voice of Chriſt in the goſpel, fo as ta 
believe the divine report: ? Are we indeed begotten un- 
to God * by the word of truth, that we might he to 
* him a kind of firſt fruits of his creatures?” Are. we 
by means of the © exceeding great and precious pro- 
* miſes made partakers of a divine nature, having eſcap- 
* ed the corruption that is in the world through luft ?' 
Having © received Chriſt Jefus the Lord, are we walk. 
* ing in him?” Are we walking © worthy of the voca- 
„ tion wherewith we are called, with all lowlineſs and 
e meckneſs, with long-ſuffering, FORBEARING one ano- 
ther in love, endeavouring to keep the vdr of the 
« ſpirit in the bond of peace ?—being filled with the 
* fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt to 
the glory and praiſe of God If theſe things be in us 
4 and abound, they ſhall make us that we ſhall neither 
4 be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
„ Jefus Chriſt.” Feeling our obligations to ſovereign 
grace, and conſcious that we are altogether unworthy - 
of ſuch diftinguiſhed privileges, let us ſend up prayers 
withont ceaſing to the throne of God, that he would ex- 
tend his mercy and compaſſion to the poor heathen, by 
| bringing forward thoſe happy days, when © the wilder- 
e nefs and the ſolitary place ſhall be glad for them; and 
& the defert ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe. It 
, ſhall bloſſom abundantly, and ' rejoice even with joy 
« and fiaging ; the glory of Lebanon ſhall be given un- 
to it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they ſhall 
< fee the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our 
God. — And an high. way ſhall be there, and a way, 
ce and it ſhall be called the way of holineſs, the unclean 
e thall not paſs over it, but it ſhall be for thoſe: the 
* way-faring men, tkough fools, ſhall not err therein, 
„No lion ſhall be there, nor any ravenous beaſt ſhall ga 
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4 up thereon, it ſhall not be found there: but the redeem- 
| 44 ed ſhall walk there. And the ranſomed of the Lord 
„ ſhall return and come to Zion with ſongs, and ever- 
« laſting joy upon their heads; they ſhall obrain Joy 
« and gladneſs, and ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away.“ 
May the Lord haſten it in his time! Amen. 


* 
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APPENDIX. 
4 A FEW days before the preceding ſermon went to 
preſs, the Author accidentally ſaw a thing, in the form of 
a nine-penny pamphlet, entitled, The New Light Ex- 
amined, or Obervations on the Proceedings of the Aſſo- 
ciate Synod againſt their own Standards: By William 


Porteous, D. D.“ The author of this ſingular perfor- 


mance labours hard to hold up the Aſſociate Synod as a 


convention of Democrats and Jacobines, who are forming 


ſome dark defign, with a view to overthrow the conſti- 


tution of the country: And all this muſt undoubtedly 


be true, becauſe they have moſt wickedly preſumed to 
diſavow the doctrine of perſecution for conſcience ſake, 
or the enforcement of religious duties by civil pains and 
penalties ; and becauſe they have candidly declared the 


| ſenſe in which they underſtand ſome paragraphs of the 
Weſtminſter Confeſſion of -faith and larger Catechiſm ; 


by which declaration they mean neither more nor leſs 
than to aſſert or expreſs their belief of the intrinſic power 


Tt: 61. 
of the IRENE the: foie kingdom of Jelus Chrif, 


and his ſole ſupremacy “ as a ſon over his owt houſe. n 
May they not publiſh their views of this matter to their 
people, and to the whole world, without the haſe and in- 
jurious imputation of ſeditious principles? Oue would 
think they may. But this charitable Doctor of Divi- 


nity, very. groſsly miſtaken with regard to their ſenti- 
ments, if not totally ignorant of them, although there 


are two Seceding miniſters in Glaſgow, any one of whom 
could have given him correct information; and taking it 


for granted (it is not ſaid contrary to his conviction) that 
the point which has been unhappily agitated among them, 


is a political queſtion, he has attempted, it would ſeem, | 
to pervert their meaning, and to give a diſtorted view 
of their avowed principles and proceedings, which he is 
tremblingly afraid“ will cut off all hopes of re- union 


with the Church of Scotland, whatever changes may 


hereatter take place.” And theſe changes will certain- 2 


ly take place very ſoon}! Will they not ?—His fears 
go farther. He has loudly ſounded the alarm, that both 
Church and srarzE are in danger, and in the true ſpirit 
pf the late Baſtoral Admonition of the General Aſſem- 
bly, has done all that 1s in hi- power, to raife the arm 
of goverument againſt them. He fays indeed moſt obli- 


gingly, that his remarks are not to be “ confidered as 


* applicable to the people who are connected with the 


% Aſſociate Synod, nor even to a majority of its nem- 
Bere; theſe are believed to be uncontaminated i in their 
© religious and political principles zu and “ that there _ 


„ are many loyal perfons who are-yet members of this 


_ & Synod, is admitted with pleaſure. 2. This is ſurely very 
kind. But in the cloſe of his nine-penny worth of pa- 


per and print, be very bandſomely recals the boon, and 
affects to treat the loyalty of Seceders witl 
uh while: they?! retain a e which, like 2 poſtern 


ridicule, | 


K 


#-yats; ein es admifſion to the fortreſs of oup 
#. Conftitution, as ſoon as the day of danger retyrns.!? 
But let the good mais keep his mind eaſy. The Bece- 
ding miniſters are neither ſpies nor informers ; but while 
they preach the goſpel of peace, they will continue, as 


formerly, to inſtil into the minds of their people, the 


principles of loyalty and fubjection to our gracious So- 
vereign. Let him he aſſuted that the members of the 


Aſſociate Synod are forming no deſigns hoſtile to the 


Church of Scotland, nor will they ever make the ſmall- 
eſt attempt to touch one of the leaſt of the wheels of 
government with their little finger ; and they have not 
2 doubt, that by their quiet and peaceable lives, they 
will completely drown the hue and cry which he, with 
Stentorian voice, has endeavoured to raiſe againſt them; 


and will remain unſhaken in their loyalty and attachment 


to their King and country, long after his little pamphlet 
is configned to oblivion. But if his imagination is {till 
haunted with ghoſtly fears, let him come boldly forward, 


like a loyal ſubject, zealous for the internal peace of the 


nation, and point out ONE or MORE members of the Af. 
ſociate Synod, who are either Democrats or Jacobins, 


and if they are convicted of the crime by the laws of 
their country, the writer of this will add his hearty 


Amen to their tranſportation to Botany Bay. In the 


mean time, it is ſomewhat curious to find a Doctor be- 
longing to a Proteſtant church, endeavouring to define, 
from the pandects of Juſtinian, the power of the 


magiſtrate circa ſacra, and to try the religious prin- 


ciples of a Preſbyterian Synod, by the touchſtone of 


the Roman law. Let this pamphleteer, however, be 
better informed of their ſentiments, and even of the ſpi- 


ritt and tendency of their © proceedings againſt their own 
e ſtandards,” before he drag them forward into public 
View, like ſo many felons, and condemn them at his own 
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tribunal without a hearing, as the enemies of their coun - 
try. He has probably already heard of ſomething more 
particulat on this ſubject from another quarter, by which 
the public will be able to judge, whether or not an un- 
common gleam of nzw Lohr has ſprung up in his own 
brein, of which the Aſſociate Synod will an cheerful- 
| * * him the . monopoly. ef bo ee! 
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